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and cons of this question could be discussed with profit. Not only those who were
ostensibly against it but also those who have actually taken part in the recent
elections, fed that these legislatures are no means for the attainment of Swaraj ;
but we can never afford to forget that it is always essential for self-respecting
people to accept the challenge of the adversary. When It was being openly said
that no one had any faith left in the Congress and the challange was thrown that
if Congressmen thought that they had any hold on the country they should come
out in the open field of election, then it became essential that we should take up
the gaga and show to the world that our claim was justified. We know that we
cannot stop the Government's high-handedness ; but legislators can at least prove
by their opposition that what the Government was doing, was not with their
consent, but despite their opposition, and that Government alone was responsible
for its action. We cannot afford to neglect this aspect of the question after years
of bitter experience. It is some consolation for us that these elections have
shown what place the Congress fills in the affections of the people ; and as our
president, Babu Rajendra Prasad, has said, it is our duty to see that we do not
rest on our oars after our supposed victory in these elections, but that we should
take the fullest advantage of them to move forward towards our goal. If the
fjreat land-lords or merchants or officials organize themselves to protect their
interests, and carry oa intensive agitation, it would not be regarded as disaffection
of any sort. On the contrary it would be supposed to be so legitimate that it
may even have the assistance of Government itself. But if hungry, depressed,
unhappy peasants or labourers wish to organize themselves for self-preservation/
then it becomes sedition ; and in their action is smelt danger to public peace.

THE NEW OOS&TITUIIOX

The scheme of a new constitution has been produced for us after four years of
endless rigmarole and futile waste of public money. I am not learned enough to
examine in detail the report of the Joint Parliamentary Committee. Neither do I
regard this as at all necessary. I only know that the main object of Government is
the positive promotion of the general welfare of the people; and this is
the one thing on the consideration of which none of those who are
responsible for this report seem to have spent a single moment. Of
what use can that constitution be in which this ail important factor has been
neglected. If this constitution had made us responsible for the country's adminis-
tration, even without heralding any great and desirable change in the social struc-
ture, it could still have had some attraction for us ; but we see that it will only
add to our expenditure and make the administration still more top-heavy ; the men
in power will become more irresponsible than ever ; the peoples' representatives
will have no voice in many of the most important departments of Government;
and the chains of our slavery will be made tighter than ever.

GOVERNMENT AND ZAMIKDAES

All Governments naturally want that the people should pay with pleasure all
taxes that they impose? and that they should obtain for the asking all the assistance
that they desire. They should be able to do all they like without any cavil on any-
one's part. Can we be satisfied with a situation like this ? Can we leave all those
brothers of ours in a condition of utter hopelessness and helplessness, whose labour
and self-sacrifice alone supply the world with food and clothing and give us all
those conveniences which are regarded as indications of cultured life ? It is in the
interest of certain people to poison the minds of many of our countrymen against
us. I have no complaint against those who do so, but I have a legitimate com-
plaint against those who surrender their minds to them. Take the z&mindars, for
example. Suspecting us, they seek shelter in the arms of others. May I ask them
what they gain by this and by all the complicated laws that are being enacted to
regulate the taking and giving of debts, and incidentally create mutual difficulties
between landholders and bankers, to the detriment of both, while the landholding
and banking propensities of the Government have full play ? The attack is all
one-sided, on non-official professions. I, for one, fail to understand what benefit
the zamindary system does to the Jzamindars themselves. 1 seem to feel that the
camindar is merely an unsalaried agent of Government for the collection of rents.

Those that are regarded as respectable in our country, like zamindars, are
cither not able to appreciate the situation or are under .such delusion of high-
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